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“Christ was Born of the Virgin St. Mary 

to Give Men New Birth unto Life Eternal.” 

Therefore the Lord Himself shall give you a sign, Behold [the] virgin shall conceive, and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.

Isaiah 7:14.
Introduction.


Clearly, the Child born of the Virgin St. Mary on Christmas is God Himself, for He is called Immanuel, namely, “God with us”.
  But why would God choose to be born of a woman?  Obviously, God didn’t choose it for Himself because He is God and has no need of such human experiences.  Why, then, did God choose to be born of a woman?  God chose to be woman not for Himself but for men.  Because of the fall into sin, men are conceived in sin, and born into death.  In order to overcome this lethal conception of sin, God became man in order to enjoy and Pure Conception and Life-Giving Birth.
  God’s Entire Life, His Conception in the womb of the Virgin St. Mary, His Life, Death on the Cross, Resurrection, and Ascension to the Right Hand of God, was dedicated to the Service of giving man a new life forever.


This New Conception, Birth, and Life, Christ presents as a Gift  to men through the Gospel.  Through Holy Baptism we gain Christ’s Pure Birth and Life and, thereby, gain the Gift of life eternal and the resurrection of the body.


Christ was born of the Virgin St. Mary in order to give men Birth unto life everlasting and the resurrection of the body.

I.  Christ’s Birth is For All Men in order that they Gain a New Birth to Life Eternal.
A.  Men are dead in sin but alive in the Gift of Christ.


Christmas is obviously the season of gift-giving.  This giving naturally stems from the nature of God.  God’s Nature is simply to give gifts and blessings to men daily and richly.  God has given to men life, family, hearth and home freely without any requirements.  God’s Nature is simply to give blessings abundantly and richly


The Most Important Gift of God is the Gift of Christ.  Because man had forfeited all of God’s gifts, including his life, because of sin, God, continuing to give to men, however undeserving, sent His Only-Begotten Son into the flesh into to deliver men from the destitution of their sin.  The Apostle St. Paul writes of the Gift of Christ:

But not as the offence, so is the free gift.  For if through  the offence of one many be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many.
 

The Gift, namely, Christ, toiled His Entire Life, waking and sleeping, in the Service of men in order to give men the gift of life eternal and the abundant life of His everlasting Kingdom.  The Apostle St. Matthew writes:

But Jesus called them unto him, and said, ... the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.

The Apostle St. John writes:

Then Jesus said unto them again, ... I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.


While, indeed, men are dead in sin, God’s Gift to men is life everlasting in Christ Jesus.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

B.  Christ enjoys a Pure Human Birth for all men.  


The Gift of Abundant Life Eternal and all its companion gifts were given to men in the womb of the Virgin St. Mary.  St. Elizabeth, the mother of St. John the Baptist, identifies the Virgin St. Mary as the Mother of God because God became Man in womb of the Virgin St. Mary:

And when is this to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?


As already noted, Christ lived His entire life in the Service of men.  This Service began in the womb of the Virgin St. Mary from the moment of conception.  David writes in Psalm 22, recording Christ’s own Words in the midst of His Passion:

But thou art he that took me out of the womb:  thou didst make me hope when I was upon my mother’s breasts.  I was cast upon thee from the womb:  thou art my God from my mother’s belly.


How many of us worshiped God perfectly from the womb?  None of us because all other men than Christ are conceived in sin.
  But Christ was worshiping God and keeping God’s perfectly from the womb of the Virgin St. Mary.  This Blessed Work of Christ of keeping God’s commandments for us and for all men to make us righteous before God is called Christ’s Active Obedience.  The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper writes of this Glorious Work of Christ for us and for all men even from the womb of the Virgin St. Mary:

This teaching of Scripture is of great practical importance.  In his life of faith the Christian continually resorts to Christ’s vicarious fulfillment of the Law.  Luther:  “He satisfied the Law; He fulfilled the Law perfectly, for He loved God with all His heart, and with all His soul, and with all His strength, and with all His mind, and He loved His neighbor as Himself.  Therefore, when the Law comes and accuses you of not having kept it, bid it go to Christ.  Say:  There is the Man who has kept it; He fulfilled it for me and gave His fulfillment to me.  Thus the Law is silenced.”
 


For this reason, the Apostle St. Paul writes that Christ was born of a woman to submit Himself to our obligations to discharge them for us and redeem us:

But when the fullness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.


Christ, therefore, went through all the stages of human life in order to present to us as a Gift a human live purely lived that goes on forever.  The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper writes of Christ’s Work on our behalf:

For Scripture says ... not only of the grown man, not only of the adolescent boy, not only of the babe in its mother’s arms, but of the embryo in its mother’s womb that it is ... God the Lord (St. Luke 1:43).  Scriptures teaches that the very embryo was taken into the Person of the Son of God.  Moreover, according to Scripture, this very fact that the Son of God became an embryo and a little child and thus passed through all the stages of the development of the human nature belonged to the work of our redemption.  In the fullness of time God sent forth His Son, not as an adult man, but ‘made of a woman’ (as an embryo and infant), “made under the Law, that He might redeem them that were under the Law.”  Kromayer:  “Christ passed through all stages of our existence that He might fully remedy our unclean conception and birth” ... .


All these stages of human existence included also death.  Christ suffered a human death on the Cross in order to Atone for the sins of all men.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he arose again the third day according to the scriptures ... .


Christ, therefore, enjoyed a Pure Human Conception and Birth in order to give all men a pure conception and birth unto life everlasting.   Luther writes:

Christ is born for you and ... his birth is yours, and come to pass for your benefit.  For the Gospel teaches that Christ was born for our sake and that he did everything and suffered all things for our sake ... .  Christ has a pure, innocent, holy birth.  Man has an impure, sinful, damned birth, as David says in Psalm 51[:5] ... .  There is simply no remedy for this except through the pure birth of Christ. ... Christ willed to be born so that we might be born in different manner ... .  In this manner Christ takes to himself our birth and absorbs it in his birth; he present us with his birth so that we become pure and new in it, as if it were our own, so that every Christian might rejoice in this birth of Christ and glory in it no less than if he, too, like Christ, had been born bodily of Mary.

II.  Christ’s Birth becomes Ours through the Gift of Holy Baptism.

A.  Christ gives His Gift through the Gift of Holy Baptism.

This Gift of the Pure Birth unto life everlasting Christ gives as a Gift to men through the Blessed Waters of Holy Baptism – Holy Baptism a Great Gift of Christmas.  The Apostle St. Paul writes of the Gift of Holy Baptism:

But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration [rebirth], and renewing of the Holy Ghost; Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.


B. Through the Gospel comes the Gift of God and all His Gifts with Him.


How many gifts and good things has God?  God’s good gifts are as immense and endless as He is.  Consequently, through the Gift of the Gospel, we gain all good things unending because the Gospel gives to us the Greatest Gift of all:  God and all His unbounded and endlessly good gifts.  Luther writes of the boundless blessings we have because we have God through the Gospel:

Behold, that is the consolation we derive from yonder life, that God Himself will be ours and that He will be everything to us.  For picture to yourself all that you would like to have, and you will find nothing better and dearer and worth wishing for than to have God Himself, who is the life and an inexhaustible depth of everything good and of eternal joy.  There is nothing more precious on earth than life.  The whole world dreads nothing more than death and desires nothing more than life.  And this treasure we are to have in Him without measure and without end.  There the sky will rain down talers and gold, if you should choose, the Elbe be filled with pearls and other gems, the earth yield all kinds of delight, so that, at your word, a tree will bear nothing but silver leaves and golden apples and pears, the fields will bear grass and flowers which shine like emeralds and other beautiful gems.  In short, whatever delights your heart shall be yours abundantly.  For we read that God Himself will be everything to everyone.  But wherever God is, all good things that one may wish for must also be present.

Conclusion.


Christmas reminds us that the endless riches of gifts is the norm and not the poverty we experience in this life because of sin.  God gives endless and unlimited gifts.  Sin cut that short.  Christ, however, suffered the consequences of our sin and endured our poverty to reverse that dreadful situation and to restore us life and to restore life more abundantly.


This Tremendous Gift Christ gives us through the Gift of God of Holy Baptism.  Through Holy Baptism we gain all the Gifts of Heaven, including God Himself, the Source of all good gifts, life everlasting and the resurrection of the body on the Last Day when Christ returns again in glory.











Amen.
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